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BASE STATION, COMMUNICATION SYSTEM
AND COMMUNICATION METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a base station, a commu-
nication system, and a communication method.

BACKGROUND ART

Recently, introduction of a 4” generation cellular system
(4G) has been under discussion in order to achieve improve-
ment of additional performance of wireless communication.
In 4G, techniques such as a relay technique, a carrier aggre-
gation, and a coordinated multiple point transmission and
reception (CoMP) are attracting attention.

The relay technique refers to a technique by which a relay
node relays communication between a base station (for
example, a macro cell base station) and a communication
terminal, and the relay technique is important in improving
the throughput at a cell edge of a base station. The carrier
aggregation is a technique in which a use bandwidth is
increased and a maximum throughput is improved by collec-
tively treating a plurality of frequency bands each having a
bandwidth of 20 MHz. CoMP is a technique by which a
plurality of base stations collaborate with each other to per-
form data communication with a communication terminal,
and the coverage of high-data-rate communication can be
increased.

In further detail, CoMP refers to a technique by which a
plurality of base stations simultaneously perform data com-
munication with one communication terminal. According to
this technique, since branches of a plurality of base stations
can be used for data communication, an antenna gain and a
signal to interference plus noise ratio (SINR) can be
improved.

Here, it is assumed that a base station has calculated a
weight of a branch based on a channel matrix of an uplink
from a communication terminal and then has obtained recep-
tion directivity. In this case, when a weight of a branch is used
even at the time of transmission, transmission directivity
matching reception directivity is considered to be obtained.
However, since a transfer function of a transmission analog
unit and a transfer function of a reception analog unit of each
branch are different from each other, actual transmission
directivity does not match reception directivity.

Problems caused due to the difference between the transfer
function of the transmission analog unit and the transfer func-
tion of the reception analog unit of each branch are solved
such that each base station individually performs branch cali-
bration and a calibration coefficient of each branch. The cali-
bration coefficient is a coefficient used to regularize a ratio of
the transfer function of the transmission analog unit and the
transfer function of the reception analog unit of each branch
in one base station. The branch calibration is disclosed in, for
example, Patent Literature 1.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: JP 2009-188546A
Patent Literature 2: JP 2007-116489A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, in the above-described individual branch cali-
bration, it is possible to obtain the calibration coefficient used
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2

to regularize the ratio of the transfer function of the transmis-
sion analog unit and the transfer function of the reception
analog unit of each branch in one base station, butitis difficult
to regularize the ratios of the transfer function of the trans-
mission analog unit and the transfer function of the reception
analog unit of all branches in a plurality of base stations. For
this reason, using only a method in which each base station
individually performs branch calibration, it is difficult to treat
all branches in a plurality of base stations performing CoMP
equivalently to a plurality of branches in one device in which
branch calibration has been completed. In other words, when
CoMP is performed using branches of a plurality of base
stations in an aggregate manner, it is difficult to match uplink
directivity with downlink directivity.

Further, when each base station individually performs
branch calibration, each base station individually forms
directivity and performs a CoMP, but efficient communica-
tion is expected to be difficult to perform. For example, when
three base stations having two branches individually perform
branch calibration, it is possible to implement MIMO com-
munication of 2xN of 3 sets (N is the number of branches at
a communication terminal side), but it is difficult to imple-
ment MIMO communication of 6xN of a higher throughput.

For this reason, it is desirable to perform unified branch
calibration through all branches in a plurality of base stations
performing CoMP and cause all branches in a plurality of
base stations to be treated equivalently to a plurality of
branches in one device.

Here, a combination of other base stations with which a
certain base station performs CoMP transmission together is
considered to differ according to the position or a communi-
cation environment of a communication terminal of a recep-
tion destination. For example, when a first base station per-
forms CoMP transmission with a second base station, the first
base station may perform CoMP transmission with a third
base station.

In this regard, when a base station performs unified branch
calibration in collaboration with all other base stations which
can perform CoMP transmission together, the base station
can acquire a primarily usable calibration coefficient regard-
less of a combination of other base stations. For example,
when a base station simultaneously performs branch calibra-
tion with a second base station and a third base station, the
base station can acquire a usable calibration coefficient
regardless of whether a counterpart of CoMP transmission is
the second base station or the third base station.

However, it is difficult to perform branch calibration in
collaboration with all base stations which can perform CoMP
transmission together. One reason is that in order to perform
branch calibration in a collaborative manner, a reference
branch which can communicate with all base stations is nec-
essary, but no reference branch may be present depending on
an arrangement relation of each base station.

In this regard, the present invention is made in light of the
above-mentioned problems, and it is an object of the present
invention to provide a base station, a communication system,
and a communication method, which are novel and improved,
and which are capable of using a calibration coefficient that
differs according to a combination of other base stations that
perform CoMP transmission together.

Solution to Problem

In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, according
to an aspect of the present invention, there is provided a base
station including a plurality of branches, a storage unit that
stores a calibration coefficient of each of the plurality of
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branches for each combination of other base stations, and a
multiplying unit that multiplies a transmission signal from
each of the plurality of branches by a calibration coefficient
corresponding to a combination of one or more other base
stations when CoMP transmission with the one or more other
base stations is performed through the plurality of branches.

The storage unit may further store a combination of the
other base stations performing CoMP transmission with the
plurality of branches for each communication device of a
CoMP transmission destination, the base station may further
include a reading unit that reads a calibration coefficient of
each of the plurality of branches corresponding to a combi-
nation of other corresponding base stations based on the
combination of the other base stations corresponding to a
communication device assigned to each resource block, and
the multiplying unit multiplies a transmission signal from
each of the plurality of branches in each resource block by the
calibration coefficient read by the reading unit.

The calibration coefficient of each of the plurality of
branches for each combination of other base stations may be
a coefficient obtained by performing branch calibration
between a plurality of branches of the other base stations and
the plurality of branches of the base station based on the same
branch.

Further, in order to solve the above-mentioned problems,
according to an aspect of the present invention, there is pro-
vided a communication system including a plurality of base
stations, each of the plurality of base stations including a
plurality of branches, a storage unit that stores a calibration
coefficient of each of the plurality of branches for each com-
bination of other base stations; and a multiplying unit that
multiplies a transmission signal from each of the plurality of
branches by a calibration coefficient corresponding to a com-
bination of one or more other base stations when CoMP
transmission with the one or more other base stations is per-
formed through the plurality of branches.

Further, in order to solve the above-mentioned problems,
according to an aspect of the present invention, there is pro-
vided a communication method including multiplying, by a
base station that includes a plurality of branches and stores a
calibration coefficient of each of the plurality of branches for
each combination of other base stations, a transmission signal
from each of the plurality of branches by a calibration coef-
ficient corresponding to a combination of one or more other
base stations when CoMP transmission with the one or more
other base stations is performed through the plurality of
branches.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

As described above, according to the present invention, it is
possible to use a calibration coefficient that differs according
to a combination of other base stations that perform CoMP
transmission together.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG.11s an explanatory view illustrating a configuration of
a communication system 1 according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an example of
a combination of base stations performing CoMP transmis-
sion

FIG. 3 is an explanatory view illustrating a configuration of
a branch of a base station.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a branch
calibration process individually performed by a base station.
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4

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a branch
calibration process individually performed by a base station.

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of a base station 10 according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a branch
calibration process performed by a plurality of base stations
in a collaborative manner.

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a branch
calibration process performed by a plurality of base stations
in a collaboration manner.

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a concrete
example of a calibration coefficient for each CoMP set stored
in a storage unit.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a relation
between a communication terminal and a CoMP set stored in
a storage unit.

FIG. 11 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a concrete
example of scheduling information.

FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a concrete
example of scheduling information.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the base
station 10 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the appended
drawings. Note that, in this specification and the drawings,
elements that have substantially the same function and struc-
ture are denoted with the same reference signs, and repeated
explanation is omitted.

Further, in this specification and the drawings, a plurality
of'elements having substantially the same function and struc-
ture may be distinguished from each other with different letter
suffixed to the same reference signal. For example, a plurality
of'elements having substantially the same function and struc-
ture are distinguished from each other such as base stations
10A, 10B and 10C as necessary. However, when it is unnec-
essary to individually distinguish a plurality of elements hav-
ing substantially the same function and structure, only the
same reference signal is attached. For example, when it is
unnecessary to particularly distinguish base stations 10A,
10B, and 10C, it is referred to simply as a base station 10.

Further, an “embodiment for embodying the invention”
will be described in the following order.

1. Overall Configuration of Communication System

2. Individual Branch Calibration

3. Configuration of Base Station

4. Operation of Base Station

5. Conclusion

1. Overall Configuration of Communication System

First, an overall configuration of a communication system
1 according to an embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 1.

FIG.1is an explanatory view illustrating a configuration of
the communication system 1 according to an embodiment of
the present invention. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the communi-
cation system 1 according to an embodiment of the present
invention includes a plurality of base stations 10 and a com-
munication terminal 20.

The communication terminal 20 (UE: User Equipment)
performs communication with the base station 10 under con-
trol of the base station 10. For example, the communication
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terminal 20 performs a reception process in a downlink
resource block assigned by the base station 10, and performs
a transmission process in an uplink resource block.

The communication terminal 20 may be an information
processing device such as a personal computer (PC), a video
processing device for home use (a DVD recorder, a videocas-
sette recorder, and the like), a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a game machine for home use, or a household elec-
trical appliance. Further, the communication terminal 20 may
be a mobile communication device such as a portable tele-
phone, a personal handyphone system (PHS), a portable
music reproducing device, a portable video processing
device, or a portable game machine.

The base station 10 performs communication with the
communication terminal 20 located within its coverage. For
example, a base station 10A can perform communication
with a communication terminal 20A located within the cov-
erage of the base station 10A. In this disclosure, the descrip-
tion will proceed under the assumption that the base station 10
is a macro cell base station (eNodeB), but the base station 10
is not limited to the macro cell base station. For example, the
base station 10 may be a pico cell/micro cell base station
which is smaller in maximum transmission power than a
macro cell base station or may be a relay node or a femto cell
base station.

Each base station 10 is connected in a wired manner, and
can exchange information with another base station 10
through wired communication. The base station 10 can
implement CoMP which is expected as a next generation
technology based on this information exchange. CoMP is
classified roughly into joint processing, and coordinated
scheduling and/or beamforming.

The joint processing of the former is a technique by which
a plurality of base stations 10 simultaneously perform data
communication with one communication terminal 20. An
example in which the base station 10A, the base station 10B,
and the base station 10C simultaneously transmit data to the
communication terminal 20A as illustrated in FIG. 1 corre-
sponds to the joint processing. According to the joint process-
ing, branches (antennas and analog circuits) of a plurality of
base stations 10 can be used for data communication, and the
antenna gain and the SINR can be improved.

Further, when downlink joint processing is performed, it is
necessary to distribute transmission data to be directed to the
communication terminal 20 to a plurality of base stations 10
in advance using a wired communication path, called, for
example, a backhaul, between the base stations 10. Further,
uplink joint processing is performed by aggregating data
which a plurality of base stations 10 have received from the
communication terminal 20.

For example, a method of aggregating data at a bit level
after decoding by each base station 10, a method of aggregat-
ing data at a soft bit stage before decoding by each base
station 10, or a method of aggregating data before de-map-
ping by each base station 10 may be used as a data aggregation
method. As an amount of aggregated data increases after a
subsequent demodulation process is performed by each base
station 10, an amount of data exchanged through a backhaul
increases, but a performance tends to be improved.

The coordinated scheduling and/or beam forming of the
latter is a technique by which data transmission is performed
only by the one base station 10, and scheduling (control of
deciding a resource block to be assigned to each communi-
cation terminal 20) is performed based on collaboration of a
plurality of base stations 10. According to the coordinated
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scheduling and/or beam forming, interference between a plu-
rality of base stations 10 can be easily avoided by scheduling
adjustment.

The present invention is focused particularly on the joint
processing of the former among the two types of CoMPs
described above. The joint processing is classified roughly
into non-coferent joint processing and coferent joint process-
ing.

The coferent joint processing is a method in which a trans-
mission timing of data from each base station 10 is adjusted
such that phases of pieces of data arriving at the communica-
tion terminal 20 from the base station 10 match each other. On
the other hand, the non-coferent joint processing is a method
in which each base station 10 transmits data without adjusting
atransmission timing of data from each base station 10. Thus,
the coferent joint processing is higher in performance than the
non-coferent joint processing. However, in order to perform
the coferent joint processing, it is necessary to calculate an
adjustment amount of a transmission timing of each base
station 10 for each communication terminal 20, and thus there
is a disadvantage that processing becomes complicated.

Inthis regard, it is effective to perform collaborative branch
calibration through all branches in the plurality of base sta-
tions 10 performing CoMP (which represents the joint pro-
cessing; the same hereinafter) transmission. This is because,
when collaborative branch calibration is performed, all
branches in the plurality of base stations 10 are treated equiva-
lently to a plurality of branches in one device in which branch
calibration has been completed. Here, when such treatment
can be made, it is possible to match uplink directivity with
downlink directivity when the branches of the plurality of
base stations 10 are used in an aggregate manner, and thus it
is unnecessary to adjust a transmission timing of each base
station 10 for each communication terminal 20.

Here, a combination of other base stations with which a
certain base station 10 performs CoMP transmission together
is considered to differ according to the position or a commu-
nication environment of the communication terminal 20 of a
reception destination. For example, when the base station
10A performs CoMP transmission with the base stations 10B
and 10C as illustrated in FIG. 1, the base station 10A may
perform CoMP transmission with a base station 10D and a
base station 10E as illustrated in FIG. 2.

In this regard, when the base station 10 performs unified
branch calibration in collaboration with all other base stations
which can perform CoMP transmission together, the base
station 10 can acquire a primarily usable calibration coeffi-
cient regardless of a combination of other base stations. For
example, when the base station 10A performs branch calibra-
tion in collaboration with the base stations 10B to 10E, the
base station 10A can acquire a usable calibration coefficient
regardless of which of the base stations 10B to 10E is a
counterpart of CoMP transmission.

However, it is difficult to perform branch calibration in
collaboration with all base stations 10 which can perform
CoMP transmission together. One reason is that in order to
perform branch calibration in a collaboration manner, a ref-
erence branch which can communicate with all base stations
10 is necessary, but no reference branch may be present
depending on an arrangement relation of each base station 10.
For example, in the example illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2,
when there is no reference branch which can communicate
with both the base station 10B and the base station 10E, it is
difficult for the base stations 10A to 10E to perform branch
calibration in collaboration with each other.

In this context, an embodiment of the present disclosure
has been made in light of the foregoing. The base station 10
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according to an embodiment of the present invention can use
a calibration coefficient that differs according to a combina-
tion of other base stations that performs CoMP transmission
together. In the following, in order to help with understanding
of an embodiment of the present invention, general branch
calibration will be described, and then a detailed configura-
tion of the base station 10 according to an embodiment of the
present invention will be described.

2. Individual Branch Calibration

Next, general branch calibration individually performed by
the base station 10 will be described together with a branch
configuration of the base station 10.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory view illustrating a configuration of
a branch of the base station 10. As illustrated in FIG. 3, an
analog unit 110 of the base station 10 includes a branch b0, a
branch b1, and a branch b2. Each branch includes an antenna
A, a switch S, a transmission analog unit Tx (which may
include a digital to-analog (DA) converting unit), and a recep-
tion analog unit Rx (which may include an analog-to-digital
(AD) converting unit). Although FIG. 3 illustrates an example
in which the base station 10 includes three branches, the
number of branches included in the base station 10 is not
limited to three. For example, the number of branches
included in the base station 10 may be two or may be four or
more.

Atthe time of transmission, the antenna A configuring each
branch is connected to the transmission analog unit Tx
through the switch S. The transmission analog unit Tx
executes analog processing on a transmission signal supplied
from a digital unit 150, and then supplies a high frequency
signal which has been subjected to the analog processing to
the antenna A. The antenna A converts the high frequency
signal supplied from the transmission analog unit Tx into a
radio signal, and then transmits the radio signal.

Meanwhile, at the time of reception, the antenna A is con-
nected to the reception analog unit Rx through the switch S.
The antenna A converts a received radio signal into a high
frequency signal, and then supplies the high frequency signal
to the reception analog unit Rx. The reception analog unit Rx
executes analog processing on the high frequency signal sup-
plied from the antenna A, and then supplies the reception
signal which has been subjected to the analog processing to
the digital unit 150.

The antenna A, the transmission analog unit Tx, and the
reception analog unit Rx have a transfer function (character-
istic) that differs according to a branch. In addition, even
inside the same branch, the transfer function of the transmis-
sion analog unit Tx differs in phase from the transfer function
of the reception analog unit Rx. The problems caused due to
the difference between the transfer function of the transmis-
sion analog unit Tx and the transfer function of the reception
analog unit Rx of each branch in the base station 10 are solved
such that the base station 10 individually performs branch
calibration. The branch calibration individually performed by
the base station 10 will be concretely described below.

Let us assume that a branch number is i, a transfer function
of a transmission analog unit Tx of an i? branch is Tx(i), and
a transfer function of a reception analog unit Rx of the i?
branch is Rx(i). In this case, the branch calibration corre-
sponds to a process of acquiring a calibration coefficient K(i)
for each branch satistying the following Formula 1. Ina broad
sense, the branch calibration corresponds to a process of
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complex-multiplying the transmission signal or the reception
signal by the calibration coefficient K(i).

Tx(0Y*K(0)/Rx(0)=Tx(1)*K(1V/Rx(1)=Tx(2)*K(2)/Rx

2) (Formula 1)

In order to acquire the calibration coefficient K(i), first, the
branch b0 transmits a radio signal, and the branch b1 and the
branch b2 receive the radio signal transmitted from the branch
b0 as illustrated in FIG. 4. Next, the branch b1 and the branch
b2 transmit radio signals, and the branch b0 receives the radio
signals transmitted from the branch b1 and the branch b2, as
illustrated in FIG. 5.

As aresult, the following loop-back transfer function D(i,j)
is measured. The loop-back transfer function D(i,j) is a coet-
ficient which is measured from a radio signal which passes
through a transmission branch i and a transmission branch j.
A branch which transmits a radio signal to a plurality of
branches and receives radio signals from a plurality of
branches is referred to as a “reference branch.”

D(0,1)=Tx(0)*Rx(1)
D(0,2)=Tx(0)*Rx(2)
D(1,0)=Tx(1)*Rx(0)
D(2,0)=Tx(2)*Rx(0)

The base station 10 can acquire the calibration coefficient
K(i) based on the loop-back transfer function D(i,j) according
to the following Formula 2.

K(0)=1.0
K(1)=D(0,1/D(1,0)={ Rx(1)/Tx(1) }*{ Tx(0)/Rx(0) }

K(2)=D(0,2)/D(2,0)={ Rx(2)/Tx(2) }*{ Tx(0)/Rx(0) } (Formula 2)

Here, when verification of Formula 2 is performed, For-
mula 1 used as the calibration condition is verified to be
satisfied as expressed in the following Formula 3.

Tr(0Y*K(0)/Rx(0)=Tx(0)/Rx(0)
Tr(1Y*K(1)/Rx(1)=Tx(0)/Rx(0)

Tx(2)*K(2)/Rx(2)=Tx(0)/Rx(0) (Formula 3)

Further, as expressed in Formula 2, a calibration coefficient
K(0) of the 0” branch b0 becomes 1.0 because branch cali-
bration has been performed using the branch b0 as the refer-
ence branch. Thus, when branch calibration has been per-
formed using the branch bl as the reference branch, a
calibration coefficient K(1) of the 1% branch b1 becomes 1.0.

3. Configuration of Base Station

The individual branch calibration has been described so far
in order to help with understanding of an embodiment of the
present invention. Next, a configuration of the base station 10
according to an embodiment of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of the base station 10 according to an embodiment of
the present invention. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the base station
10 according to an embodiment of the present invention
includes an analog unit 110, a backhaul communication unit
120, a digital unit 150, an upper layer unit 180, and a storage
unit 190.

The backhaul communication unit 120 is an interface used
to exchange information with another base station through a
wired communication path. For example, the base station 10
transmits/receives a loop-back transfer function obtained in
the process of collaborative branch calibration which will be
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described later to/from another base station through the back-
haul communication unit 120.

The digital unit 150 includes an AD/DA converting unit
152, a demodulation processing unit 160, and a modulation
processing unit 170 as illustrated in FIG. 6. The components
of the digital unit 150 may be disposed for each branch.

The AD/DA converting unit 152 converts a reception signal
of an analog format supplied from the analog unit 110 into a
signal of a digital format, and converts a transmission signal
of a digital format supplied from the modulation processing
unit 170 into a signal of an analog format.

The demodulation processing unit 160 performs various
kinds of processing to demodulate the reception signal sup-
plied from the AD/DA converting unit 152. For example, the
demodulation processing unit 160 performs a Fourier trans-
form, de-mapping, error correction, or the like on the recep-
tion signal. The demodulation processing unit 160 includes a
synchronizing unit 162 and a transfer function acquiring unit
164.

The synchronizing unit 162 acquires synchronization with
the reception signal based on a synchronous signal included
in the reception signal. The transfer function acquiring unit
164 acquires a loop-back transfer function corresponding to a
signal transmission path based on the radio signal received in
the process of collaborative branch calibration.

The modulation processing unit 170 performs various
kinds of processing to modulate a transmission signal sup-
plied from an upper layer 180. For example, the modulation
processing unit 170 performs mapping of a transmission sig-
nal, an inverse Fourier transform in an IFFT 174, addition of
a guide interval, and the like. A calibration coefficient multi-
plying unit 172 (multiplying unit) of the modulation process-
ing unit 170 complex-multiplies a transmission signal from
each branch by a calibration coefficient of each branch read
by a calibration coefficient reading unit 186 in a frequency
domain.

The upper layer unit 180 includes a calibration coefficient
acquiring unit 182, a scheduler 184, and the calibration coet-
ficient reading unit 186.

(Collaborative Branch Calibration)

The calibration coefficient acquiring unit 182 acquires a
calibration coefficient of each branch for each CoMP set
which is a combination of other base stations with which the
base station 10 performs CoMP transmission together. A
method of acquiring a calibration coefficient of each CoMP
set is not particularly limited. For example, the calibration
coefficient of each CoMP set can be acquired by applying the
method described in “2. Individual Branch Calibration.”
Next, branch calibration to acquire a calibration coefficient
for a CoMP set including the base stations 10A to 10C will be
described as an example.

For example, when the branch b2 of the base station 10B is
used as the reference branch, as illustrated in FIG. 7, first, the
branch b2 of the base station 10B transmits a radio signal, and
the branches b0 and bl of the base station 10B and the
branches of the base stations 10A and 10C receive the radio
signal. Next, the branches b0 and b1 of the base station 10B
and the branches of the base stations 10A and 10C transmit
radio signals, and the branch b2 of the base station 10B
receives the radio signals. Through this operation, a plurality
of'loop-back transfer functions (i,j) necessary to calculate the
calibration coefficient can be dispersively acquired by the
transfer function acquiring units 164 of the base stations 10A
to 10C.

Thereafter, the loop-back transfer functions dispersively
acquired by the base stations 10A to 10C are aggregated in
one base station using backhaul communication. For
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example, the base station 10B and the base station 10C trans-
mit the acquired loop-back transfer functions to the base
station 10A through a backhaul.

Through this operation, the calibration coefficient acquir-
ing unit 182 of the base station 10A can acquire the calibra-
tion coefficient of each branch of each base station 10 based
on the aggregated loop-back transfer functions. Then, the
base station 10A transmits the calibration coefficient of each
branch of the base station 10B to the base station 10B, and the
calibration coefficient of each branch of the base station 10C
to the base station 10C. Further, the base station 10A causes
the calibration coefficient of each branch of the base station
10A to be recorded in the storage unit 190.

The method of acquiring the calibration coefficient for the
CoMP set through the calibration coefficient acquiring unit
182 has been described so far. The calibration coefficient
acquiring unit 182 can acquire a calibration coefficient for
another CoMP set by a similar method. The calibration coef-
ficient of each CoMP set acquired by the calibration coeffi-
cient acquiring unit 182 is stored in the storage unit 190 as
illustrated in FIG. 9.

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a concrete
example of the calibration coefficient for each CoMP set
stored in the storage unit 190. As illustrated in FIG. 9, the
storage unit 190 stores the calibration coefficient of each
CoMP set of each branch for each sub carrier.

The storage unit 190 stores the communication terminal 20
in association with a CoMP set which is determined as being
appropriate to the communication terminal 20 by the base
station 10 as illustrated in FIG. 10. For example, the CoMP set
appropriate to each communication terminal 20 can be deter-
mined based on a reception level of a radio signal transmitted
from the communication terminal 20 in each base station 10,
apositional relation between the communication terminal 20
and each base station 10, or the like.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate an example in which branch cali-
bration is performed using a branch in a base station config-
uring a CoMP set, but the reference branch is not limited to
this example. For example, a plurality of base stations 10
configuring a CoMP set may perform branch calibration
using a branch of another device such as the communication
terminal 20 or a relay node as the reference branch.

(Scheduling)

Referring back to FIG. 6, the description of the configura-
tion of the base station 10 will continue. The scheduler 184 of
the base station 10 manages a resource block assigned to each
communication terminal 20. One resource block is config-
ured with 12 sub carriers and 7 Ofdm symbols, and the sched-
uler 184 assigns resources to the communication terminal 20
in units of resource blocks.

For example, the scheduler 184 may assign a resource
block group #1 to the communication terminal 20A, assign a
resource block group #2 to the communication terminal 20B,
and assign a resource block group #3 to the communication
terminal 20C as illustrated in FIG. 11.

(Reading of Calibration Coefficient)

The calibration coefficient reading unit 186 determines a
CoMP set which is to perform CoMP transmission in each
resource block, and reads a calibration coefficient for the
determined CoMP set from the storage unit 190. Then, the
calibration coefficient reading unit 186 supplies the calibra-
tion coefficient read from the storage unit 190 to the calibra-
tion coefficient multiplying unit 172.

Specifically, the calibration coefficient reading unit 186
specifies the communication terminal 20 to which each
resource block is assigned based on scheduling information
by the scheduler 184. Subsequently, the calibration coeffi-
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cient reading unit 186 determines a CoMP set corresponding
to the specified communication terminal 20 based on a rela-
tion between the communication terminal 20 and the CoMP
set stored in the storage unit 190. Then, the calibration coef-
ficient reading unit 186 reads a calibration coefficient for the
CoMP set corresponding to the specified communication ter-
minal 20 from the storage unit 190, and supplies the calibra-
tion coefficient to the calibration coefficient multiplying unit
172.

For example, the calibration coefficient reading unit 186
specifies the communication terminal 20C to which the
resource block group #3 is assigned based on scheduling
information illustrated in FIG. 11. Subsequently, the calibra-
tion coefficient reading unit 186 determines that a CoMP set
1 corresponds to the communication terminal 20C based on
the relation between each communication terminal 20 and the
CoMP set illustrated in FIG. 10. Then, the calibration coeffi-
cient reading unit 186 reads a calibration coefficient for the
CoMP set 1 from the storage unit 190. Through this operation,
the base station 10 can perform high-performance CoMP
transmission to the communication terminal 20C using the
calibration coefficient for the CoMP set 1 together with
another base station configuring the CoMP set 1.

Further, the scheduler 184 may perform an assignment of
the CoMP setin addition to an assignment of a resource block
to the communication terminal 20. For example, the sched-
uler 184 may make a setting in which a resource block group
#4 is assigned to the communication terminal 20A, and in the
resource block group #4, CoMP transmission is performed
using the CoMP set 1 as illustrated in FIG. 12.

In this case, preferably, the calibration coefficient reading
unit 186 reads the calibration coefficient corresponding to the
CoMP set which the scheduler 184 sets in each resource block
from the storage unit 190. Like the communication terminal
20C illustrated in FIG. 12, CoMP transmission may be per-
formed using different CoMP sets with respect to the com-
munication terminal 20 of the same transmission destination.

4. Operation of Base Station

The configuration of the base station 10 according to an
embodiment of the present invention has been described so
far. Next, an operation of the base station 10 according to an
embodiment of the present invention will be described with
reference to FIG. 13.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the base
station 10 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As illustrated in FIG. 13, the base station 10 performs
collaborative branch calibration with another base station,
acquires the calibration coefficient for each CoMP set, and
records the calibration coefficient for each CoMP set in the
storage unit 190 (S204).

Further, the base station 10 exchanges information with
another base station, determines a CoMP set appropriate to
each communication terminal 20, and records a relation
between each communication terminal 20 and the CoMP set
in the storage unit 190 (S208). For example, the base station
10 may determine one or more base stations whose distance
from the communication terminal 20 is a predetermined value
or less or one or more base stations in which a reception level
of a radio signal transmitted from the communication termi-
nal 20 is a threshold value or more as the CoMP set appro-
priate to the communication terminal 20.

Subsequently, the calibration coefficient reading unit 186
of the base station 10 specifies the communication terminal
20 assigned to each resource block based on the scheduling
information by the scheduler 184 (S212). Then, the calibra-
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tion coefficient reading unit 186 determines the CoMP set
corresponding to the specified communication terminal 20
based on the relation between the communication terminal
and the CoMP set stored in the storage unit 190 (S216).

Further, the calibration coefficient reading unit 186 reads
the calibration coefficient for the CoMP set corresponding to
the specified communication terminal 20 from the storage
unit 190, and supplies the read calibration coefficient to the
calibration coefficient multiplying unit 172 (S220).

Thereafter, the calibration coefficient multiplying unit 172
complex-multiplies a transmission signal of each branch in
each resource block by the calibration coefficient of each
branch supplied from the calibration coefficient reading unit
186 (S224). By complex-multiplying by the calibration coef-
ficient, a characteristic difference in a transfer function
between the transmission analog unit and the reception ana-
log unit of each branch can be compensated for.

5. Conclusion

As described above, the base station 10 according to an
embodiment of the present invention can use a calibration
coefficient that differs according to a CoMP set performing
CoMP transmission. Further, the base station 10 according to
an embodiment of the present invention can perform CoMP
transmission through different CoMP sets in a shared chan-
nel. As a result, improvement in the throughput of the whole
system is expected.

The preferred embodiments of the present invention have
been described above in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, whilst the technical scope of the present
disclosure is not limited to the above examples, of course. A
person skilled in the art may find various alternations and
modifications within the scope of the appended claims, and it
should be understood that they will naturally come under the
technical scope of the present disclosure.

For example, steps of the processes of the base station 10 of
the present disclosure need not necessarily be processed in
time series according to an order described as a flowchart. For
example, steps of the processes of the base station 10 of the
present disclosure may be processed in an order different
from an order described as a flowchart or in parallel.

Further, a computer program may be created that causes
hardware, which is installed in the base station 10 such as a
central processing unit (CPU), a read only memory (ROM),
and a random access memory (RAM), to perform functions
equivalent to the components of the base station 10. Further,
a storage medium storing the computer program is also pro-
vided.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
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182 calibration coefficient acquiring unit
184 scheduler
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The invention claimed is:

1. A base state, comprising:

a plurality of branches; and

circuitry configured to:

store a calibration coefficient or each of the plurality of
branches for each combination with other base sta-
tions;

store a combination of the other base stations perform-
ing CoMP transmission with the plurality of branches
for each communication device of a CoMP transmis-
sion destination;

read the calibration coefficient of each of the plurality of
branches corresponding to a combination of other
corresponding base stations based on the combination
of the other base stations corresponding to a commu-
nication device assigned to a resource block group;
and

multiply a transmission signal from each of the plurality
of branches in each resource block group by the read
calibration coefficient corresponding to a combina-
tion of one or more other base stations when Coop-
erative Multi-Point (CoMP) transmission with the
combination of one or more other base stations is
performed through the plurality of branches.

2. The base station according to claim 1,

wherein the calibration coefficient of each of the plurality

of branches for each combination of the other base sta-
tions is a coefficient obtained by performing branch
calibration between a plurality of branches of the other
base stations and the plurality of branches of the base
station based on the same branch.

3. The base station of claim 1, wherein the circuitry is
further configured to store at least one CoMP set associated
with at least one communication terminal.

4. The base station of claim 3, wherein the association
between the at least one CoMP set and the at least one com-
munication terminal is determined based on a reception level
of radio signal transmitted from the at least one communica-
tion terminal and each base station within the at least one
CoMP set.

5. The base station of claim 1, wherein the circuitry is
further configured to specify a communication terminal to
which at least one resource block is assigned based on a
CoMP set associated with the communication terminal.
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6. A communication system, comprising:
a plurality of base stations;
each of the plurality of base stations including:
a plurality of branches, and
circuitry configured to:
store a calibration coefficient of each of the plurality
of branches for each combination with of base sta-
tions;
store a combination of the one or more other base
stations performing CoMP transmission with the
plurality of branches for each communication
device of a CoMP transmission destination;
read the calibration coefficient of each of the plurality
of branches corresponding to a combination of
other corresponding base stations based on the
combination of the other base stations correspond-
ing to a communication device assigned to a
resource block group; and
multiply a transmission signal from each of the plu-
rality of branches in each resource block group by
the read calibration coefficient corresponding to a
combination of one or more other base stations
when Cooperative Multi-Point (CoMP) transmis-
sion with the combination of one or more otter base
stations is performed through the plurality of
branches.
7. A communication method, comprising:
in a base station comprising a plurality of branches and
circuitry;
storing a combination of other base stations performing
CoMP transmission with the plurality of branches for
each communication device of a CoMP transmission
destination;
reading a calibration coefficient of each of the plurality
of branches corresponding to a combination of other
corresponding base stations based on the combination
of the other base stations corresponding to a commu-
nication device assigned to a resource block grow;
and
multiplying, a transmission signal from each of the plu-
rality of branches in each resource block group by the
read calibration coefficient corresponding to a com-
bination of one or more other base stations when
Cooperative Multi-Point (CoMP) transmission with
the combination of one or more other base stations is
performed through the plurality of branches.
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